LOCAL GEOGRAPHY                                       25

ends of many chapters we shall explain how the topics treated in the chap-
ter can be studied locally. In this chapter we have surveyed the general
field of human geography, and have studied an example of a special
mode of life which prevails among the nomadic pastoral Khirghiz. Of
course the Khirghiz way of living is very simple and its connection with
the geographic environment is easily seen, whereas our mode of life is
complex and the connection is more difficult to follow. Nevertheless,
the connection between mode of life and geographic environment is al-
ways present.

The kinds of houses in any given section of a village or city afford at
least a slight indication of the way in which people live. In the United
States every center of population larger than a village comprises a certain
number of people who live in comparatively large one-family houses sur-
rounded by lawns. These represent a prosperous, comfortable mode of
life followed by business executives, professional men, and certain others.
One of the problems before the local geographer is to discover how these
houses are distributed and why. Are they scattered hit or miss among
smaller houses, factories, and stores? Do they form groups here and
there? Are they all collected together in one place? If they are found in
special locations, as is almost universally the case, what kinds of places
attract people of each particular type? How far is the location of the
homes of people engaged in different occupations influenced by bills,
bodies of water, parks, railroads, factories, or motor highways ?

Other sections of a city consist largely of small one-family houses with
only a few feet of lawn. Elsewhere the dominant type of dwelling may
be detached houses for two or more families, expensive apartment houses,
or cheap, crowded, solid blocks of tenement houses. Each type of dwell-
ing is mainly inhabited by people whose mode of life is somewhat differ-
ent from that of other sections of the city. How much tendency is there
for any of these types to be located on steep hillsides, or on low land where
perhaps the cellars are poorly drained and there is danger of floods ? Do
any of them show a special tendency to be located near railroads, water-
ways, factories, or bus lines? Even within a few blocks the general mode
of life may change rapidly as one goes from the top to the bottom of a
hill, from the railroad or the river to the main business street, or from a
park to a factory district. Outside the city there are similar local differ-
ences. In a ride of a few miles one may see residence suburbs, market
gardens, dairy farms, subsistence farms, and areas left unused or devoted
to forests. It is well worth while to make notes on these, and perhaps to
make a map of them. No matter what methods of study we employ, it is
interesting to discover how far our local surroundings illustrate the table
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